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Pastor Mario Padilla
Lynne Zeman, Secretary

919 N Columbus Street
West Liberty, IA 52776
319-627-4858

www.wlcf.org
westlibertychristianfellowship@

gmail.com

Overseers
Brad Jenkins
Hugo Ramos

Deacons
Mireya Franco
Brad Jenkins
Kelsey Jenkins
Jacob Lane
Cindy Mays
Geri Owen
Cindy Padilla
Hugo Ramos

Finances
Cindy Mays

Leadership Teams

Herald Team: Kelsey Jenkins
Teacher Team: Mary Maxson
Evangelist Team: Cindy Mays
Healing/Deliverance Team:
Kelsey Jenkins & Cindy Mays
Servant Team: Brad Jenkins &
Hugo Ramos

Pastor Mario Padilla

STAFF INFORMATION:
Pastor Mario’s day of Sabbath -
Friday.

Secretary’s Hours this week:
Tuesday 7:30 am — 10:30 am
Thursday 7:30 am — 10:30 am

Email or call questions, comments,
concerns or requests to the church
or leave in Lynne’s inbox.

WEST LIBERTY CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

“I want to know Christ and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of
sharing in His sufferings, becoming like Him in His death.” Philippians 3:10

Sept 27, 2026

THE GOD WE WORSHIP
A Harmony of Gospels

Message and Scriptures

The Road Home
Luke 15:11-31

WLCF VISION STATEMENT - To be a God centered, God loving, Holy Spirit filled, led and

empowered Church, having Christ as the Head and we, as His Body, being used to make
disciples of Jesus to build His Kingdom.

CHURCH COVENANT:

We covenant together with God and with one another in an ever-increasing relationship with
God as follows: Lord God — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit we covenant with you and with each
other... That we will seek to be a God-centered Body of Believers always seeking and
loving You first. Always being used by You to reach out to others in order to make
disciples of Jesus Christ our Lord. Always striving together to be doers of Your Word.

BARUCH ATA YHWH SEBAOTH - Bless You. Praise You. Thank You Beloved LORD GOD. We

praise You and thank you that you have provided each of us with ministries — ways that we can
serve Your Church and Your people in pursuit of Your Kingdom.

9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday school

TODAY AT WLCF (On Site and Zoom)

Worship Service

THIS WEEK AT WLCF :

Mon Sep 28
7:00 p.m.
Tues Sep 29
6:30 p.m.
Wed Sep 30
7:00 a.m.

5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
Thu Oct 1
Fri Oct 2
Sat Oct 3
7:30 a.m.
Sun Oct 4
9:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

Arlo Melick — Happy Birthday!
‘Decide for Yourself’ Study
Mayra Esquivel — Happy Birthday!
Spanish Griefshare
Bryan & Emily Daufeldt - Happy Anniversary!
Dawn Prayer — Pray for
World/Nation/Community/WLCF
Youth Bible Study - Luke
Adult Bible Study — Celebration of Discipline
Kelly Melick — Happy Birthday!

Sandy Green - Happy Birthday!
Men’s Bible Study — The Revelation

Adult (Downstairs) Hearing the Bible & the Pillars

Women(Upstairs)
Communion Worship Service

10:00 a.m. Prayer

10:30 a.m. Worship Service

Weekly Dawn Prayer — Wednesday mornings
at 7:00 a.m. via Zoom and in person.

Daily Time Alone with God — for a daily
devotion please follow the enclosed format.
Please pray TAG every day.

Prayer Chain — Call or email Lynne Zeman
319-627-4858 or
westlibertychristianfellowship@gmail.com

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES:
Because we celebrate life, let us pray
for one another on our birthdays and
anniversaries! If we do not have your
dates, please give them to Lynne via
the Church email or leave in her inbox.

Ministerial Association Prayer for the Week: Nichols Christian Church
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UPCOMING EVENTS, SERVICES, AND ACTIVITIES

e  Spanish Griefshare — Tuesday’s from 6:30-8:00 pm this fall. Griefshare is a structured 13 week support group
to help navigate the grieving process after the loss of a loved one.

ONGOING EVENTS, SERVICES, AND ACTIVITIES

e Baptism — We have three people interested in being baptized. Praise to God! If you are interested in following
Jesus in the Waters of Believer’s Baptism please contact Pastor Mario.

e Church library — You are invited to check out the books from the library downstairs.

e  Copy of the Message or Bulletin — Visit our website: www.wlcf.org or contact Brad Jenkins.

e Stephen’s Ministry — is available for anyone needing someone to walk beside them or pray with them. Please
contact Kelsey Jenkins 319-936-4891 or Cindy Mays 319-330-4620 for more information.

e Child Care: Child care is available in the Nursery during worship service and the Sunday School hour.

e  Children’s Sunday school — during the sermon at the 10:30 a.m. worship service.

MINISTERIAL CHURCH COMMUNITY SERVICES
e  West Liberty Food Pantry — Open at FCU Saturdays 9:00 — 10:00 a.m. and Thursdays 3:00 — 4:00 p.m. and 6:00
—7:00 p.m. You can drop off donations at WLCF or put them in the box outside the Food Pantry door at FCU.
e The Blessing Box - St Joseph’s Church. A 100% self-serve pantry open to all, 24 hours per day / 7 days a week
e  West Liberty Clothing Closet —Open Tues 4-6pm, Wed 1-3pm, Friday 10am -12, and Saturday 10am -12 at the
City Administration Building, East door. 111 W 7" st. (contact Maria Galvan mgalvan@wl.k12.ia.us).
West Liberty Area Food Pantry’s Furniture Project will be open on Tuesday sand Thursdays from 4:0 — 6:00
pm at the City Administration Building. (contact Kara Kruse at 563-506-4245.)
e Infant Closet at the WL United Methodist Church open Wed 9-11am, Friday 9-11 am, and the first Wed of
every month 6-7pm at 113 E 115" st

WLCF YOUTH MINISTRY
WLCF Youth Group for young people in 6" — 12" grades

Ministries
Worship Service: Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
Youth Bible Study: Wednesdays : Alternating times of 1:45pm and 5:15 pm.

Studying the Gospel of Luke — Jesus!

COMMUNITY YOUTH GROUP (CYG)
If you are interested in serving this ministry in any way, let Pastor Mario know. The group meets at First Church United
(FCU) on Sunday evenings during the school year. We need a new representative from our church to serve on the Board
(meetings once a month on Sunday nights)

Sept 27 Regular CYG 6:00 pm FCU
Oct 4 Mission Trip Presentations 5:30 pm FCU
Regular CYG 6:00 pm FCU

Oct 11 Food Scavenger Hunt 5:30pm FCU
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TIME ALONE WITH GOD (TAG)
The Road Home - Luke 15:11-31
Sunday, Sep 27, 2026

Dear Father, there is no shadow of turning with You. You do not change; Your compassion is consistent;
Your presence never leaves nor forsakes. Today | praise You for Your goodness, the composite of all Your
attributes of righteousness and truth. Your goodness is Your out pouring, generous love.

The ultimate expression of Your goodness is Your Son, my Savior Jesus Christ. Your consummate, stunning
generosity was revealed in His life; He has shown me Your incredible goodness and what You intended
humankind to be. | shrink back confessing | can never be good enough to deserve Your love. | could not dare
to come to You without the imputed goodness of my standing with "You through my Savior and His cross. My
status with You is only because of His reconciling atonement. Father, look at me only through the focused
lens of Calvary!

Out of unqualified goodness, You have offered me the fruit of the Spirit in goodness. Through the infilling
of my mind and heart with the Holy Spirit | am empowered to emulate Your consistent compassion and
overflowing generosity. You enable me to be good, to accomplish the purpose for which | was born: simply to
be Your loved, cherished, chosen person through whom You can communicate Your generosity.

Lloyd John Ogilvie, Quiet Moments with God, Sept. 6(2000).

The first life conviction that | noted was: That there is a moral universe which always has the last word.

Is the law of Karma - the law of sowing and reaping the law of the universe? Yes. Except for one thing, and
that is a very important thing - grace. The door of grace is the open door - the only open door - out of our
tragic dilemma. Those who do not take this only open door sink back into the inexorable consequences of
their own doings. The moral universe closes in.

Second, That the revelation of God to man is progressive, appearing in varying degrees among all races
and culminating in the final and perfect revelation in Jesus Christ. God apparently intends to redeem the race
of mankind, for wherever the mind of man is open and receptive, God has revealed Himself in varying
degrees. "He has not left himself without witness in any nation." In the Hebrew people He found His best,
though imperfect, medium, through which the final revelation should come. But the Old Testament, which is
the period of preparation for Christianity, is not Christianity, It is pre-Christian and sub-Christian. Christianity
is Christ. Christians are people who believe in God and man and life through Jesus Christ.

In Jesus Christ we see what God is like and what man can be like. He is the revelation of both God and
man. And He is the final revelation. "Beyond that which is found in Jesus of Nazareth the human race will
never progress," said Coleridge. And the years and the centuries say a resounding "Amen."

But if He is final, He is also unfolding. New meanings are constantly breaking out from Him and will
continue to do so. He is on the other side of our twentieth century beckoning us into the new day. Surprises
and new scintillating meanings break out of His person. Such infinity of revelation could come only from the
infinite.

Third, The deepest place of that revelation is the Cross. There God let us see His heart through the broken
heart of Jesus. There was illustrated on a cosmic scale what takes place in a home where pure love meets sin
in the loved one. At the junction of that love and that sin a cross of pain is set up. For it is the nature of love
to insinuate itself into the sin and sorrow of the loved one and make them its own. All love has the doom of
bleeding upon it as long as there is sin in the loved one. The Cross is the meeting place where the pure love of
God meets sin in the loved ones, in us. And there that pure love bore in its own body our sins on a tree. God
being what He is and we being what we are, the Cross was inevitable. It was inherent.

E. Stanley Jones, Growing Spiritually, pp. 352f (1953).
Yet, in the gloom a light glimmers and glows. We have received an invitation. We are invited to make

a pilgrimage into the heart and life of God. The invitation has long been on public record. You can hardly



look anywhere across the human scene and not encounter it. It is literally "blowing in the wind." A door
of welcome seems open to everyone without exception. No person or circumstance other than our own
decision can keep us away. "Whosoever will may come."

The major problem with the invitation now is precisely overfamiliarity. Familiarity breeds
unfamiliarity - unsuspected unfamiliarity, and then contempt. People think they have heard the
invitation. They think they have accepted it - or rejected it. But they have not. The difficulty today is to
hear it at all. Genius, it is said, is the ability to scrutinize the obvious. Written everywhere, we may think,
how could the invitation be subtle, or deep? It looks like the other graffiti and even shows up in the
same places. But that is part of the divine conspiracy.

God's desire for us is that we should live in him. He sends among us the Way to himself. That shows
what, in his heart of hearts, God is really like-indeed, what reality is really like. In its deepest nature and
meaning our universe is a community of bound- less and totally competent love.

God makes himself and his kingdom available, not in every way human beings have imagined, surely,
but in a simple way-in a way that, paradoxically, is quite familiar to billions of people and that millions
more have heard about. "Paradoxically" because, though multitudes have heard about this Way, and
even insist upon its right- ness, humanity for the most part still lives in "a far country."

The Way we speak of is Jesus, the "luminous Nazarene," as Albert Einstein once called him.

Dallas Willard, The Divine Conspiracy, p.11 (1998).

| want to say one more thing. This is slow work and cannot be hurried. It is also urgent work and can't
be procrastinated. Life is deteriorating around us at a rapid pace. Life at the center — gospel life,
kingdom life — is being compromised, distorted, and degraded at an alarming rate. At the North
American intersection, slow and urgent are not compatible, they cancel one another out. But in the
Christian way, patience and urgency are yoked. Urgent as this is, there is no hurry. There cannot be any
hurry. Impatience is antithetical to a congruent life.

So what | want to say is, patience is prerequisite. Formation of spirit, cultivation of soul, realizing a
lived congruence between the way and the truth all this is slow work requiring endless patience.
Unfortunately, patience is not held in high regard in our American society. We are in a hurry; we are
addicted to shortcuts; we love fast cars and fast food. One of the most appreciated features of our
vaunted technology is how fast we can get things and get things done.

But human life is endlessly complex, intricate, mysterious. There are no shortcuts to becoming the
persons we are created to be. We can't pump up congruence by taking steroids. Patience is a difficult
condition to come to terms with in a technology-saturated culture that is impatient- worse,
contemptuous — of slowness. As a consequence, patience is jettisoned. And what happens is that the
faster we move the less we become; our very speed diminishes us.

To talk about the spiritual theology under American conditions sometimes seems just absurd. It is
such a seemingly fragile way of life in this culture of massive technology, arrogant leadership, pushing
and shoving, insatiable consumerism. A Jesus way? Kingfishers and dragonflies? Stones tumbled over
rim of roundy wells? So inefficient, so ineffective. And yet. And yet Jesus tells us to do it this way.
Eugene H. Peterson. Christ Plays in Ten Thousand Places. p. 337 (2005).

PRAYER REQUESTS AND PRAISES




We praise You YHWH, our Father, for Your
unending love, mercy, and grace. Thank You,
Lord, for your Son, Jesus. Thank you, Jesus,
for everything you have done for us. Thank
you for your life, your death, your
resurrection. We thank you and praise you
for everything we have. Thank you for your
Holy Spirit.

We thank you Father God for this church.
Thank you that WLCF is truly YOUR church.
Thank you that we can all come here, in our
weaknesses, pain, joys, and muddy boots
and simply worship you. We thank you for
the family that we have here. Grow and
nourish the relationships we have formed
here and draw others to your church and to
your kingdom.

We ask you ABBA to hear our praises and
rejoice with us. We ask that you hear our
requests and bring us comfort. We know that
you are always working, moving, and
speaking. Open our eyes to see you, open our
ears to hear you, open our hearts to know
you, and open our senses to feel you
everywhere.

VOLUNTEER ASIGNMENTS

DATES Church Cleaning Schedule

Sept 27 & Oct 4 Mike & Lynne Zeman
Oct11&18 Sandy Cornwall

Oct 25 & Nov 1 Kelsey & Brad Jenkins

CONNECTIONS

Prayer Requests

Deeja Moran as sh recovers from surgery

Cindy Padilla and her family on the loss of her sister Bobbie

Cindy Braun and her family on the loss of her husband Doug

Cindy Mays’ and her family on the loss of her son Pablo

Kristin & Caleb Padilla and family on the loss of Kirstin’s mother
Bobby Huggins family and friends

The Perdue family — the loss of Audrey’s fiancé Dakota and his family.
Glenna MacGowan — continues prayers for her health

Becki Elsberry — healing for the cancer in her arm and bone.

Rod Perdue needs prayers for healing for cancer

Praises

Resurrection Power and Victory!

“Decide for Yourself” Bible study and all others.

Let us know your prayer requests, praises, and status on the items listed

above.

DATES Greeter

Oct 4 Hugo Ramos

Oct 11 Vania Kirkpatrick
Oct 18 Cindy Padilla

For your Reading and Growth (on the back table): The Fruit of the Spirit, The Huge Prayer, The Gifts of the Spirit,

The Isms, Old Testament Pillars.

MISSIONS and MISSIONARIES (Please pray for these Servants)

Jeff & Barb Chapman and family in Japan, in the U.S.A.

The Adamsons in the Ivory Coast

Mark & Rachel Bermenderfer serving with TEL-China
Jim & Cathy Fry and family and “Miracles Can Happen Boys Ranch”
Allen & Joy Ann Goddard in Johannesburg, South Africa

Choices in lowa City

Aaron Strumpel in Louisville, CO

lowa Valley Habitat for Humanity
David & Beth Roberts in Uruguay
David & Claire Leppert in Europe

OUR GIVING TO THE LORD’S WORK: Offering Box — back table

Giving in September: $1720, $1035, $2140. We are ahead of budget $5703.91 . We need a monthly offering of
$9465.11 and a weekly offering of $2184.26 to match our budget. BARUCH ATA YHWH SEBAOTH for the giving of
YOUR people through the years. God loves a cheerful giver. Checks can be mailed to the church or dropped off at
the church, in the mailbox at the end of the lane. You are also invited to sign up for Electronic Funds Transfer (ETF).
Please see Lynne for details. Remember, it is through the giving of our offerings that this church remains open.



